EDITORIAL                                       No. 105         March & April 2013
Last issue, insufficient input – this one, a bit too much! I can cope with that!
Success is not final, failure is not fatal:
it is the courage to continue that counts.

H.R.G.B.
The South West Region of the Handbell Ringers of Great Britain (HRGB) are holding a rally and AGM at the Willand Village Hall on Saturday 9th March.
Although primarily an event for existing handbell ringers, members of the public are welcome to visit and learn a little bit about this fascinating subject. Handbell ringing began when church tower bell ringers found it was a bit too cold to practice their peals in the local church and preferred to sit in the local inn instead! They soon found that they could play simple tunes and handbell ringing has been popular ever since. Indeed between the wars special trains were run to Bell Vue in Manchester where competitions were held and the activity was as popular as brass band playing is today. 
Some ringers still ring from numbered music although most now follow standard staff notation. There are only two bell foundries left in the UK producing handbells, Taylors in Loughborough and Whitechapel in London – but the hobby is also very popular in Japan and USA where most of the bells are now cast.  Ringing is due to start at 1pm with a break for the AGM (and tea) from 2.30 – 4.00 when there will be another hour of ringing.  
                                                                                                 John Willis.
Is your glass half empty or simply a place where 

beautiful things can be poured?
RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERS.
With many dogs living in the district, it is important that all owners behave responsibly so that their dogs do not become a nuisance to other residents. Here are a few points that should be remembered:

1. Your dog should be under proper control at all times and must never be dangerously out of control in a public place. If your dog puts a person in fear of being bitten, bites a person or another animal or harms livestock, this is a criminal offence and will be dealt with by the District Council or the Police.

2. Since December 12th 2012, it is an offence if you fail to clear up faeces after your dog has fouled anywhere within Mid Devon.

3. You are legally required to ensure that your dog wears a collar and tag in public, with your name and address clearly written on the tag, ideally with a couple of phone numbers. This is still the statutory law and applies to all dogs, with or without a microchip.

4. Please treat other dog owners with respect; if someone asks you to put your dog on a lead, then respect that request as this could prevent a problem arising. Following the introduction of the Dog Control Order on 1st December 2012, failure to put your dog on a lead if directed by a District Council dog warden will be an offence.
5. If you lose your dog, please contact us as soon as possible on 01884 255255. The sooner we are aware, the greater the chance that you will be reunited with him/her quickly and without any costs.

Mid Devon District Council can help with:

+  Investigating dog fouling complaints.

+  Dealing with dangerous/nuisance dogs.

+  Reuniting lost/found dogs with their families (24 hour service).

+  Free micro chipping service (conditions apply)                       M.D.D.C.
Never hold discussions with the monkey when 
the organ grinder is in the room.
LADIES - BE SURE TO PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY!!!
Friday 10 May is the return of the hugely popular Ladies Pamper Night being staged  at Willand Village Hall!    Tickets go on sale on March 4 at just £10 for a fantastic night of fun and pampering and this year £1 from every ticket sale is going to Breast Cancer UK. 
The event is being organised by Willand School PTFA Committee and will feature the fabulous Jo Amor fashion show!   Not only does your ticket guarantee you a ringside view at the catwalk, it includes:

· a glass of bubbly on arrival

· tasty nibbles

· a goody bag

· £1 donation to Breast Cancer UK

· a fantastic night out!!
Spokesperson Helena Shotton said: “This is our second Pamper Night, our first was a sell out and huge success and now we are building on that to ensure this one is just as much fun. This year we are donating £1 from each ticket sale to the charity Breast Cancer UK which is a cause close to the hearts of many women. We have Tiverton’s Jo Amor providing a stunning fashion show. We are  keen to hear from local beauticians who could come along and pamper our ladies. We want to ensure that local businesses have a chance to take part - last time we had had a fantastic response. We want this to be a real community event with local beauticians, hairdressers and others able to showcase their skills."

 

The event runs from 7.30pm-10pm and includes a licensed bar but is ENTRY BY TICKET ONLY and if last time's event is anything to go by tickets will sell fast so get yours soon!  This year we are delighted that the Willand One Stop shop and Willand Post Office have kindly agreed to sell tickets. They are also available from Willand School Office during school hours or by emailing kbendall@btinternet.com or helena.shotton@btinternet.com from March 4.

 

The smallest snigger can prompt the biggest tears.
CRAFTY COFFEE & CHAT
Margaret Dennis and Sally Taylor have a passion for crafting and would so enjoy getting together with some more people who share the same. If you would like to get to know some new friends, why not come along to the Willand Youth Club on Thursday mornings 10.30am -12pm?  We are getting together for a chat and a drink, and to help with prep-work for crafts that we do with children at the Youth Club.
Amongst other activities laid on for the different age sessions, the children have a separate room for craft; we try to teach them new skills whilst they enjoy getting messy and creating things. The children are highly enthusiastic (especially the youngest group, aged 5 to 9 years), BUT their attention span is short. We are keen to please them but we have too little time on the night to achieve very much. If we could prepare a certain amount in advance, then the children could produce even better masterpieces.  
As well as the craft preparation we will need people to serve refreshments, organising and filing the prep-work, looking up new crafts on the websites, etc.  We may also extend the help needed during this gathering to redecorating some of the rooms, simple DIY, etc., (I can think of many other local groups, clubs, retirement homes who would also appreciate this type of help, so the more the merrier.) 
 If you'd like to help, or would like to join the group for a chat and friendship, please call either me on 07760 785471 (between 9am & 5pm) or Margaret Dennis on 01884 34050. We started our first session on the 28th February. 
You can also find this information on the new WOW - What’s On Willand Facebook page.          Kind regards                                         Sally Taylor
Big sisters are always older, know more and have newer clothes.
COMMUNITY POLICING. 
This month we have seen a dwelling burglary in the village. We very rarely get this type of crime - most of the Burglaries are normally commercial within the industrial estates. The Burglary took place at a property in Beech Close on Tuesday 5th February between 12:15 and15:30 and a number of Electrical items along with Jewellery was stolen.  If anyone has information regarding this crime then please call 101 (Non Emergency number) quoting crime ref KU/13/102    Please review your Crime Prevention around your property and report any suspicious activity to the Police immediately.

EMERGENCY NUMBER 999       NON EMERGENCY NUMBER 101
 

Here is a reminder of some simple crime prevention tips which you may find useful.

 

Keep all doors locked, especially when you are out in the back garden

 

Keep windows closed and locked where possible.
 

LOCKS Fit strong locks (that comply with British Standards) to external doors and windows.

 

KEYS Don`t leave keys in locks, especially in front and back doors, where burglars can get their hands through a letterbox or cat flap. Keep keys out of sight and in a safe place.

 

ALARM Install a burglar alarm and remember to use it.

 

MARK YOUR PROPERTY Marking your property with your postcode, house number or house name makes your property traceable and deters criminals.

 

TIMER SWITCHES. When on holiday, going out for the day or night use timer switches and leave a light or a radio on.

 

OUTSIDE LIGHTING Install outside lighting – low energy security lights.

 

STRONG LOCKS Make sure your doors and frames are strong and in good condition. Best Wishes,  Jonathan Sims,  PCSO 30384 Cullompton Police
LETTER TO THE ED. 

Hello Brian, You may, or may not, feel this is appropriate to include in the Willand Magazine but I have just had a phone call from William Gillings, Cullompton Farmers' Market Manager, to say that ITV will be filming Cullompton Farmers' Market on Saturday, the 9th March, for inclusion in their new feature series on Sunday Mornings on ITV  about country homes, farmers' markets and locally-produced foods and drinks.  They will be filming at the market for about four hours on the morning of the 9th March.  We would welcome as many folk attending the market as possible.  It should be an interesting morning. Many thanks                                 Dorothy Anderson
Persistence is more important than talent.
WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
In late December and early January some children from Year 5 and 6 went to a basketball tournament at Cullompton Sports Centre run by young sports leaders from Cullompton School. The matches were all very close between the five schools playing at this event. Every team played exceedingly well. There were 3 girls and 4 boys in our team, here is some of their feed-back from some of the games they played. A girl from Yr 6 said “I really enjoyed going; it really tired us out!”   “It’s a hard sport” another pupil said.
As you all know, on the 18th January Willand had quite a bit of snow. Children from Willand School and around the village had lots of fun playing outside in the snow!  The children made snowmen, had snowball fights and just had a fantastic time. One of our fellow classmates got stuck in the snow for three whole days as she lives up on a hill. The snow was up to the top of her Wellington boots! She made Year 6 a power-point to show us how much snow she had.
On January  29th the whole of Willand School took it in turns to see and explore the Space Odyssey dome - a travelling planetarium. We saw how the moon changes every night. The dome had a 3D projector that created 3D effects; we had flying meteors coming towards us! The whole school had a wonderful time learning about space and our Solar System linked to our science work this term. This was kindly paid for by the PTFA and we are very grateful to them for giving us this exciting experience.
On the 5th of February a group of children went to the Culm Valley Schools Swimming Gala. There were 15 schools that took part and everyone swam as fast as they could! There were three heats for each stroke which included; backstroke, front crawl and breastroke. Willand was in the third heat. Overall, Willand came joint second with Sampford Peverell. Just wait until next year!

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Our Village Hall Christmas Bingo was not very well supported at all and only just covered the cost of the prizes. Thank you to the Bowls Club, CAMEO, Club 55, Garden Club, Tennis Club and Keep Fit for donations towards the raffle. The January Bingo went very well and we hope to continue its success into the rest of the year. We very much appreciate the support of the groups that use the Hall.

On 8th December, Margaret Dennis held a Christmas Fair for the Village Hall (a report was in the magazine just before Christmas). I would like to thank her on behalf of the trustees for making a magnificent donation of just over £400. She will be organising an autumn event in November – look out for publicity.

Terms of our license for playing music have been revised, resulting in an annual bill of nearly £400. We also have to employ a cleaner to help John, our caretaker, cope with the increased number of bookings. With repair and decoration of the exterior and a lot of interior maintenance in the pipeline, the committee will be looking at increasing hire charges this year. They have not gone up since April 2009. Details will be in a later newsletter and on our webpage at www.willandmatters.org.uk. We regret having to do this, but it is absolutely necessary with increasing costs.

Do remember to look at our calendar on www.willandmatters.org.uk if you would like to book the hall and check availability first. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - email franceswilcox@hotmail.com Phone: 07748 557107; or write to 35 Fir Close, Willand. 

Treasurer: Carol Allan –email candrallan@talktalk.net Phone: 01884 33828; or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand. Thank you,        Carol Allan, Treasurer

In a dilemma, someone will always come forward with advice. 

CLUB 55
Now that our winter break is almost behind us, we will be resuming our Club meetings on Thursday March 14th at 2.15pm in the Village Hall.  We welcome back all our members and look forward to meeting anyone who would like to join us.  This year, we will be meeting every month from March to October and a programme of events will be given to everyone who pays their membership fee of £4.00 this March, when we will be holding our AGM and enjoying a delicious tea – as is one of the Club’s traditions.
Last year was rather a difficult one for us, as we lost many members in various ways. Our President, Mrs Diane Batchelor and myself were keen to keep the club going, whatever, so we decided to remain on the committee and do our very best to keep up with the club’s traditions – which we think we succeeded in doing. 

We meet on the second Thursday of each month in the Village Hall at 2.15pm.  In our leisure time, we enjoy various speakers, bingo sessions and have just introduced a quiz which seems to be enjoyed by all. We have a small draw, where everyone donates a small prize, so enabling everyone to receive one.

This is only 50p and includes tea and biscuits.

We also enjoy outings but because nearly everyone possesses a bus pass now, I have to try and arrange them a bit further afield – somewhere where our buses don’t go!  We will be having a few coffee mornings, which is our only source of income.  So you see, everything really depends on your support, whether you are a member or not.
Also, last year we all enjoyed something new by having a Harvest Lunch at the Bluebell Restaurant.  We hope to continue this and if all goes well, this year a Christmas lunch will also be arranged. We have changed our title, as you will have noticed, to encourage more people to join and also extend a welcome to anyone who lives outside our parish. 


We are looking forward to a very successful 2013, so please, come and join us! 
                                                                 Margaret Atherton, Secretary.
Always keep in the back of your mind the possibility that you’re wrong

NEWS from COLDHARBOUR MILL
The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM & MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm.   For information about guided tours for school & adult groups, contact the Mill Office by email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or by phone: 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 10am-1pm) or visit the Mill's website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  

Forthcoming Mill Events

Saturday 30th March - EASTER COFFEE MORNING with the Friends of the Mill - in the Old Stables at the Mill. 10am-12 noon with Bring & Buy and Raffle.  All welcome, park in Mill yard. 

Monday 1st  April -  EASTER STEAM  UP!
10.30am-4pm. Engines in steam from 11am – take a Mill tour to see the Victorian textile machinery in action and all the Mill's exhibitions, including the beautiful Millennium 'tapestry' depicting the Culm Valley, also Model Railways in operation and Dolls House display.  Hot & cold refreshments available.  Free car park.  A great family day out !

For admission prices – see Information page of Mill website or contact Mill Office (see above).  Friends of the Mill: free entry, but please show membership card at the Mill Shop on arrival.

Wednesday 10th  April  – SPRING QUIZ  - with Peter Walter at UFFCULME VILLAGE HALL 7.30pm prompt start.   Admission on the door - £6 per person – includes buffet supper with tea/coffee. No bar license available so please bring your own soft or alcoholic drinks!  Phone 01884 840359 by Wed 3rd April to book in your team of 4, or if you haven't got a full team, come early - doors open 7pm - and we will arrange teams. Ample parking at Magelake, about 5 minutes walk from Village Hall. (This replaces January's Winter Quiz which had to be cancelled owing to heavy snow-fall.)

Craft workshops:  

Hand-weaving courses - 10 weeks on Thursdays or Fridays. Contact Louise now for more information &/or to book a place on the summer course starting after Easter.  Email: loucottey@googlemail.com  or phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 248178.
Hand-spinning and knitting groups meet weeklyl - for info, contact Susan - email sgwasfi@btinternet.com or phone 01884 839782.        Susan Wasfi
I am not “Over the Hill”. I fact, I don’t even 
remember being on top of it.
CULM VALLEY YOUNG FARMERS CLUB

We have recently presented two cheques to local charities following a busy year of fundraising. A cheque for £3515 was given to Macmillan Cancer Support, whilst a cheque for £200 was given to the Laura Persey Trust Fund. Various activities were held throughout the year to raise money for these worthwhile causes. The largest fundraiser was the Late Summer Ball held at Bridwell Park, Uffculme in August which raised £2000 of the total amount. Other activities included Carol Singing, an Easter Bingo, a 24hr muckathon, a re-run of our club pantomime and prize money from a rugby tournament. A massive well done goes to the previous chairman, Martin Westcott and other club members for putting lots of time and effort into raising such a fantastic amount of money! 
Members have also spent months putting together a drama performance ready for the East Devon YFC Drama Competition at Exmouth where they won and will be going through to the county round at Paignton. This has involved months of learning lines and creating scenery so their hard work has paid off! Congratulations also to Emily Vallis, who was runner up to the best actress award and Olly Reed, who was runner up to the best actor award. 
Also held at Exmouth were the Junior & Senior member of the year competitions. Representing Culm Valley were Maggie Palmer & Louisa Squire in the Junior category and Sara Spiller in the Senior category. Maggie managed to win and will be going to the county round which will also be held in Paignton! Maggie also won a Devon YFC Junior Travel Scholarship which means that she will be jetting off to Sweden in the summer thanks to some very kind sponsors. A few members have just returned from a week at Val Thorens in the French Alps for some skiing – thankfully everyone returned home in one piece!
We are holding our Easter Bingo on Thursday 21st March at Hemyock Village Hall. Doors will open at 7pm with eyes down at 7.30. Everyone’s welcome to join us and there will be lots of prizes to win! The next meetings will be held on Monday 11th and Monday 25th March at Forbes Lounge, Hemyock, 8pm. For any more information about young farmers contact Sara Spiller on 07743127688.                                                                  Michelle Batting

Get off the feather bed of delusion and feel the rocky floor of life.
KNIGHTSHAYES: SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
Designed by William Burges, Knightshayes is a rare and captivating gothic revival wonder, surrounded by acres of glorious parkland and Mid Devon countryside. The property was completed in 1874 for the grandson of John Heathcoat, a talented pioneer in the production of lace, who, in 1816, brought much growth to the impoverished town of Tiverton through the development of a successful factory. The estate remained in the family for three generations, before being handed to the National Trust in 1972.

Rich in eccentric decoration, the house has several incredible rooms to explore. Witness the splendour of the medieval Great Hall and feed your imagination with exquisite wooden carvings, sculpted corbels, dramatic period furniture and hand painted ceilings. Our exhibition enables a great insight into the fascinating life of Joyce Wethered, described as ‘one of the greatest golfers, man or woman, of all time’ and last member of the family to have resided at Knightshayes. Along with daily activities for children, we offer regular guided tours and have an exciting year ahead with plans to restore the property’s kitchens, an unseen feature of the house.

However, an enjoyable experience at Knightshayes does not solely rest with our spectacular house. Senses are brought to life with outdoor trails and the delightful, Garden in the Wood. Our magnificent formal garden, bursting with colour and enhanced by extraordinary topiary and rare shrubs and trees, is recognized as one of the finest in Devon. The vast parkland offers excellent walks and the children’s play area is a source of endless fun. Delicious refreshments can be found at the Conservatory Tea Room and Stables Café, supplied with fresh organic produce from our very own Kitchen Garden, or picnics can be enjoyed on stunning grounds. Furthermore, from craft activities to outdoor plays, we hold several exciting events throughout the year. There is something for everyone.

Our helpful and friendly volunteers are the soul of the estate. Whether sharing stories of a fascinating past or offering gardening advice, volunteers deliver an unforgettable experience for all. If you are interested in joining our fantastic team, we would be happy to hear from you. Please telephone, 01884 254665, or visit our website, www.nationaltrust.org.uk/knightshayes   We look forward to welcoming you.

Clear out the bad-tempered rubbish and beam a newly-swept smile.

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
At our AGM, the committee was re-elected, with the same members. There was a light-hearted quiz, wine and mince pies to round off our year. We have a varied programme again this year and would like to thank Bobby McDonnell and Jean Foster for working so hard to find speakers.

Our first talk this year is on Wednesday, 13th March and is about a Violet Nursery. We have a coffee morning on 30th March and, at our meeting on 10th April, Spence Kingdom will be talking about a Boy on a Farm. We welcome visitors to any of our meetings for a 50p donation. You will be able to have a cup of tea and a chat afterwards for no extra charge.

Our Flower and Vegetable Show this year is on Saturday, 10th August and we invite you all to enter. This year, the Tiverton Dahlia Society will have a display at our Show, which should be very colourful. They will not be competing against our entries.

If you would like to join us, the annual subscription is £2.50. For more details, please contact me on 01884 33828 or email candrallan@talktalk.net.

                                                                      Carol Allan, Club Secretary

True terror is when your heart beats on the outside.

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME, GARDENS OPEN FOR CHARITY

Just a reminder - five gardens in Willand will be opening on the afternoons of Saturday and Sunday, the 15th and 16th June. In their 86th anniversary year, over 3800 gardens across England and Wales will be opening on behalf of the National Gardens Scheme. In the last 10 years the NGS has been able to donate £22 million for nursing, caring and gardening charities.
We look forward to welcoming visitors to the gardens. There will also be available home-made teas, plants for sale, and a willow work demonstration. Copies of the N.G.S. booklet, listing all the gardens taking part, are available from Cullompton Town Hall office, Tiverton Tourist Information Bureau, Exe Valley News in Bampton Street and the Old Well Garden Centre. The anticipated number of visitors will mean busy afternoons. We would welcome volunteers to help sell entrance tickets, with the teas, and directing visitors. Donations of plants, vegetables and flowers for sale would also be very welcome. Please email: dorothyanderson321@btinternet.com or  telephone: 01884 33415 if you can help in any way. Thank you, 

                                                                                      Dorothy Anderson  

Arms control has nothing to do with deodorants.
CAMEO

At our meeting in January, Linda, our Chairman, outlined all the activities planned for 2013 and we look as if we are going to be very busy.   On 13th March a coach-load of members are off to the Theatre Royal in Plymouth for a" look behind the scenes", followed by lunch and shopping. We are planning a trip to Trago Mills and a skittles evening in April.  Our big event for March is the Coffee Morning at the Village Hall on 16th March at 10.a.m. this will be for Village Hall funds and Cameo, and we are hoping that you will give us your support, as you always do.
The Singles Group had to postpone their New Year lunch at the Halfway House due to snow, but are hoping for better weather on the new date of 17th February. The Walking Group also had the weather to contend with but managed a walk along the beach at Exmouth and a couple of "lane walks".  
Our Speaker was Chris Russell, a retained fireman based in Cullompton, he had some harrowing experiences to relate but a lot of humorous ones too. The evening ended with the party game Consequences, which sent every one home with a smile on their faces. 
A very cold and wet evening for our February meeting where names were taken for the mystery trip and evening meal on 2nd May, which replaces the usual meeting in the Village Hall. The Walking Group are planning a short walk along the old railway line and canal on 9th February and a much longer one on Saturday 23rd February, weather permitting. Our Speaker was  Roger Lambert, a Tiverton Rotarian  who is heavily involved with Shelterbox. We heard of its beginnings and how it helps people in disasters all around the world, but also closer to home. They helped to temporarily house folk in Cornwall, made homeless by the floods last Autumn and the victims of the dreadful forest fires in Australia.. They aim to begin helping within 24 hours of disaster striking and 4 - 5 days to really get things up and running. They have thousands of volunteers all around the world who spring into action as soon as it is needed. People ask Roger "why do people live in these areas prone to earthquakes, floods and volcanic eruptions?" and the answer is normally these lands are very fertile and people can make a reasonable living there. The teams have to be very sensitive to local customs with folk who have a different culture from our own. 
These boxes contain, among other things, tents, blankets, cooking stoves and pots and pans, water purifying equipment and even colouring books and pencils for the children. The do not provide any clothes, food or medication as other agencies are in place for those purposes. The actual boxes are not taken back to Shelterbox but are used for a myriad of things by these desperate people. We saw slides of these boxes being used, among other things, as boats and even babies cots. Roger had some dreadfully sad slides to show us, but everywhere was full of hope and gratitude for the work of these dedicated people around the world. 
After a welcome cuppa, the rest of the evening was spent finalising arrangements for our Coffee Morning on 16th March, for Village Hall and Cameo funds but not forgetting our meeting on 7th  March, when it’s Faberge-style decorated eggs, with Margaret Dennis. Please bring along an egg - hard-boiled, chocolate, or plastic, it doesn’t matter which. On 4th April, Mrs. Lucy Channon will be telling us the history and language of fans. Betty Penberthy
I’m as young as I feel. Unfortunately, I don’t 
feel young very often.

 

BLOOD DONORS
In case you are confused by the two separate dates on the Diary page, the 27th March is for Cullompton people who usually attend the session at Cullompton Rugby Club, which is not available on that day.                                     Ed.

“Incontinence Hotline…. Can you hold, please?”

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS

Precept

We have had to make the decision to increase the precept this year.  The increase is 4.5% which represents 85 pence per house for the year.  We have held the precept at the same level for three years but with the increases in inflation and pressure on us to do extra things, the increase is inevitable.

Parish Council Changes

Nigel Crick and his family have left the village to live in South Wales.  Nigel has contributed significantly to the Parish Council over the past few years, recently as Chairman of Planning.  We wish Nigel and his family every success in their new home 

Eddie Dennis has resigned from the Parish Council as he feels it is time for him to relax a bit and spend time with his family.  Eddie has supported our community for many years both as a District Councillor (including Chair of Planning and Leader of Mid Devon District Council) and a Parish Councillor (holding most positions including Chairman).  We thank Eddie for his dedication to and care for our community and wish him and his family every happiness for the future.  He will, however,  still continue to provide advice and his wealth of experience. 

Annual Parish Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the Thursday 7th March at 7:30pm when many of the organisations will be updating us through their annual reports.  This is a public meeting – please come along, hear what’s been happening over the past year, what is planned for the future and possibly learn more about your village. 
The Gables

We are discussing with the developer for the Gables site and Mid Devon District Council the possibilities of including a community centre within the development, using the stables and accommodation buildings as a base and adding an extension.  If it happens, we would want to bring together medical, healthy living and community support services around a drop-in café area.  Hopefully, we will have a further update at the Annual Parish meeting (another good reason to come along) but if it looks likely, we will also hold a series of public meetings to inform and consult with our residents.

Parish Council Vacancies

Having lost two Councillors, we are looking for replacements.  If you care for our community, wish to give something back, or change something you think is necessary, please consider becoming a Parish Councillor.  We have a number of significant projects under way so any project management, legal or financial skills will be welcome.  In trying to do our best for the residents, we need people who care for where they live, have the confidence to talk to others about their views and are willing to avoid obstacles in order to get the job done. We try not to be stuffy and long winded and we are not keen on the box- ticking mentality either!  Please call me, Tracey or talk to any of the existing council if you are interested in finding out more.                       Ray Ursell
It is worth enduring stormy seas for the relief of reaching port

WILLAND ALLOTMENT HOLDERS ASSOCIATION

The AGM of the Willand Allotment Holders Association was held on Monday 28th January. A new committee was formed with Chair, Keith Rudland; Secretary, Sylvia Statham; Treasurer Samantha Brown.   Several subjects were discussed, including purchase of compost from the composting site, obtaining dung and the use of membership cards to obtain discounts. A tidy up day for the allotments was arranged for Saturday 13th April, or the following Saturday if this should be wet. If anyone in the village would like to go on the waiting list for allotments, or wants any information on the allotments, would you please telephone Sylvia Statham 01884 32440, or Keith Rudland 01884 38947

                                                                                   Many Thanks, Sylvia
If you think there’s good in everybody,
you haven’t met everybody.

DODGY PARKING!
Parking in a number of areas within the Parish is causing problems from time to time. Narrow roads, houses with no off street parking and increased car ownership are some reasons for the problem.
One area for current concern is the bus route through Somerville Road where parking on both sides of the road creates real difficulties. Inconsiderate parking near to the junctions of the side roads causes further difficulties for residents trying to join the main road safely. The police are paying passing attention and bad cases of obstruction or dangerous parking could result in advice or a penalty notice.  
Please give some thought to your parking to avoid conflict as how you park is as important as where you park!  An alternative suggestion is the provision of parking orders leading to yellow lines everywhere - do we really want that?

If you see a problem, please tell the police AT THE TIME by dialling 101 and they will deal with it as their priorities permit.
A final plea, please.  Make sure that at night your vehicle is correctly parked on the nearside so facing the correct way.  Very important for safety, particularly when the street lights are out.                                  Barry Warren  
WILLAND TENNIS CLUB
Juniors age 5 years to 18 years

The 2013 Tennis Year starts on 1st April so we are looking for children who are interested in taking part in the Coaching Programme starting on Tuesday 2nd April  and finishing mid- July.   Coaching is in small groups for 45 minutes each week with our Coach Paul Nelson. The programme is run for beginners through to Club Level and cost £55 which includes coaching and membership to the tennis club. This means you can use the tennis courts when they are available.  We are also running coaching for children age 5 years to 9 years on Wednesday evenings, starting at 5-30pm until 6-15pm.  Anyone interested, please contact Rita Parish on 01884 820803 or e-mail rita@weirmill-devon.co.uk by Tuesday 19th March to reserve your place.

The Xmas Bingo was held in the Village Hall and a profit of £200 was made. May we thank everyone who supported this event.
The Club has entered 3 teams in the summer league and we are looking forward to a successful summer. Anyone interested in joining the Club are very welcome to come along and give it a try. Club Nights are on Monday and Thursday nights from 6pm. 
The courts are open to the Public, please pay Margaret  Morrison at Driftwood, Gables Rd. opposite the courts. Adults £2 Children £1 per hour.
                                                                      Rita Parish, Hon. Secretary
I have one nerve left… and you’re getting on it.
TRAVELLING WITH YOUR PET
Now is the time of year when we look forward to the summer holidays and for lots of us, that can mean taking our furry friend along. Since 2000, the Pet Travel Scheme (PETS) has allowed cats, dogs and ferrets to enter the UK from certain countries without being placed in quarantine.  Animals resident to the UK can now travel to most European countries as well as more distant destinations.  From 1st January 2012, the PETS travel scheme changed so that dogs and cats can move freely between PETS-scheme approved countries provided the following conditions are satisfied:

1) The pet must have a permanent microchip implanted, which lots of animals already have.

2) The pet must be vaccinated against rabies after micro-chipping.  This can be done any time over 12 weeks of age using a licensed vaccine.  Boosters are given according to manufacturers recommendation.

3) The pet must have a PETS passport signed by an official veterinary surgeon, confirming the above conditions have been met. 

4) Some destinations require an additional export certificate. It is important to check with DEFRA for specific conditions requested by the country you wish to travel to.

5) There is a 21 day wait after rabies vaccination before travel abroad and/or entry into the UK is allowed.  This is to allow time for the vaccine to take effect.

6) There is a requirement for a veterinary certified tapeworm treatment 24-120 hours before return to the UK. Travel companies and ports will often help you locate a veterinary surgeon for this.

If you are travelling to a country not listed on the PETS scheme, additional conditions must be met. This means starting this process at least 4-5 months before you expect to travel.  A blood sample must be taken a minimum of 30 days after rabies vaccination.  If the test is successful, a 3 month wait must be observed following the date of the blood sample before your pet would be allowed back into the UK. If the blood test does not prove adequate antibody levels, your pet would require a second vaccination and blood test. It is also important to contact DEFRA and check for any additional requirements of travel to specific countries.
We recommend making sure your pet is protected against ticks and sandflies during their period of stay outside the UK as these can carry a variety of disease which we rarely encounter in this country.  It’s also important to consider whether your pet enjoys travelling, changes in environment and temperature or whether they may prefer to stay at home.  If you have any questions, please contact your vet.  Above all, enjoy your holiday!  
                                                                             Vale Veterinary Group
It is better to begin in doubt and end in certainty
than the other way round.
ST MARY’S CHURCH

Messy Church - A time for families to get together and enjoy craft making, a simple Bible story, songs and a meal, in a relaxed atmosphere.  Messy Church started here in January and is proving very popular.  Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4.00pm and finishs at 6.00pm.  All free! and held in the Willand Church Hall, Rectory Close, EX15 2RH, on the third Friday of the month. So the dates for the next few Messy Church gatherings are 15th March, 19th April and 17th May.  Why not try it out and let us know what you think?

For additional information contact Jacquie Elsdon (07710513464) or Joan Wilkinson (01884 – 32509)

Easter is a time when Jesus’ death and resurrection are remembered and celebrated by millions of people around the world. And rightly so, because if it did not happen, we could not receive forgiveness from God or know with assurance that there is life after death.

None of us are perfect (I think you will agree!) and as heaven is a perfect place we have a major problem. How can imperfect people like us ever possibly get there? It’s not much good to say, “I never killed anyone” or “I never robbed a bank,” because that doesn’t make us perfect. We might or might not think that we are ‘better people’ than some others, but we are still left with our imperfections. 

Mercifully, God took the initiative in this situation and Jesus died as our substitute on the cross. He took our imperfections on him. And after three days God raised Jesus from the dead. Because of the first Easter, forgiveness from God and new life are possible. Surely that’s worth celebrating!

Special Services at St Mary’s this Easter:

Maundy Thursday – 28 March – 6.30pm – in the Church Hall

A service of Holy Communion at which The Rev’d Dr. David Harley, our guest speaker, will speak on the Passover and its link with Holy Communion, followed by a simple meal.

Good Friday – 29 March – 11.00 am.    Reflective service centering on Jesus’ death on the cross

Easter Day – 31 March – 10.15 am.    We celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead – a service with Holy Communion

We do hope you will be able to find time to come to one or more of the Easter Services this year.                                                      Revd Rob Wilkinson
The best career is doing what you want to do and getting paid for it.

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 -SECTION 14

NOTICE is hereby given that Devon County Council has made the above titled order.  From MONDAY 4 MARCH 2013 for a maximum of 18 months

Anticipated Finish WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH 2013

Roads affected-  WILLAND OLD VILLAGE, WILLAND, FROM AMITY COTTAGE TO CARR COTTAGE

This temporary restriction is considered necessary - TO ALLOW FOR OVERHEAD RECONDUCTORING AND / OR POLE RENEWALS AND TO CHANGE WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT.
(The official Notice is much more detailed but if you were not already aware, this gives you a précis of what’s going on.  Ed)
Life has a habit of interfering with plans.
SWEEPING OF ROADS AND PAVEMENTS

Simple enough job you would think – well it is isn’t it?  Let us tell you a story – it’s true – trust us, we are Parish Councillors!  It gets complicated when you have to deal with Devon County Council [DCC] and Mid Devon District Council [MDDC]. Read on and you will see what we mean.
The majority of the pavements and footpaths in the parish are pretty clear, as the wind, weather or local residents keep them clean.  Some residents clear up the odd spillage by the refuse disposal/recycling teams or other debris which appears from time to time.  The Parish Council (with your money) pays a ‘litter picker’, for want of a better term, to clear up after the inconsiderate who drop their rubbish.  So far so good.
We then come to the odd areas of pavement/footpath where rubbish and leaves build up or moss and weeds grow. They need sweeping, as apart from blocking the odd drain and possibly causing flooding, there is the concern that a person, particularly elderly, may slip and be injured.   Who pays for the consequences?  We all do if there is a claim – not the individual Councillor or Officer who did not bother to listen or get the job done – they always seem to be untouchable.
A road or highway under the Road Traffic and Highways Acts basically goes from hedge to hedge (boundary fence to boundary fence).  The Highway Authority responsible for the maintenance of our highways is Devon County Council [DCC].  Because a pavement is covered by leaves/debris and moss, Willand Parish Council [WPC] sends an email to DCC asking for the potential danger to be resolved.  Nothing happens and when we start getting a bit persistent we are told that sweeping of roads and pavements is the responsibility of Mid Devon District Council [MDDC] under their ‘Environmental Duties’.  This is found to be right when we look at the books and the relevant websites.
MDDC are asked to sort out the sweeping, as we had roads in Willand which had not been swept for over a year at one point and no one could ever recall seeing a pavement or footpath swept.  The system was followed with emails and we got reference numbers but nothing else happened. When we pressed matters we were told by our District Ward Councillors that we should have our roads swept every 6 weeks.  It was not happening so we kept trying and in response to a very direct question we were told in an email from MDDC that our roads should be swept every THREE weeks but pavements were NOT swept unless a specific problem was reported. We did that but still no pavements were swept.  We had all the excuses, no money, cuts, broken down sweeper, no drivers, drivers not trained to right level, could not find the email that they had acknowledged receiving.  In layman’s terms – we were being given the run around.
Willand Parish Council were accused of moaning but we persevered in the interests of our village being clean, tidy and safe for you to use.  Our County Councillor (who is also a District Councillor for another area in MDDC) and our Independent Ward Councillor arranged a meeting with MDDC Officers and after a guarded start we got somewhere – we thought.  Changes of personnel and procedures were underway which should regularise and improve things.  We saw a road sweeper and he brought his little brother, so we had two, and Willands roads were clean – don’t let’s spoil it by looking at the pavements/footpaths. 
Road sweeping has not been within the criteria of three or six weeks but to be fair, when one takes into account floods and snow, we have not done too badly.  We had a good sweep at the beginning of February and we are told that the village roads will be swept as near as possible every three weeks and the main roads may get another one in between.  This information came to us from our County Councillor.
We persisted with MDDC to get the pavements cleared of moss and weeds and other debris as needed.  We still have not had any indication as to how or when pavements will be swept.  What we have been told is that MDDC ‘do not do weeds and moss on pavements’.  That is a safety issue and DCC have to deal with it.  So if MDDC do not sweep the pavements and this allows the weeds and moss to grow it ceases to be their problem and moves to DCC!!  DCC had a policy of saving money by not spraying weeds so the Parish Council did it with monies made available to us by our County Councillor in 2011.  In 2012 this was done later and only done once.  The fact that a DCC contractor sprayed a lot of the same weeds three days later is another story.
We also then got into discussions as to who owned or was responsible for certain areas of path and land within the village.  That appeared to be the next attempt to avoid the issue. Did you ever play ‘pass the parcel’ at a party?  We may be getting old but Willand Parish Council (WPC) remembered how and so we stopped the music.
WPC had saved up all the emails and notes of exchanges and meetings and if it were not so serious it is laughable, as we are paying our Council Tax for all this lot to go on.  We considered we had enough material to write and perform a local version of ‘Yes Prime Minister’ to be called ‘Oh Council Leader’.
   We set out our concerns and the facts in personal letters to our County Councillor and three District Ward Councillors. Our County Councillor responded to us within 24 hours. Our Independent Ward Councillor has taken up the issue with officers and come back to us with answers – some of which she will be exploring further. She also made representations about short-term road sweeping, with success.

DCC sent a man, lorry and pressure washer from South West Highways and he set about cleaning the moss from the sections of pavement and footpath which were on his order.  He was a very good workman and also had common sense, so when we showed him other areas of concern he did them as well (it had only taken 8 months from when we first asked). The twist in the tail was that all the rubbish he washed from the pavements went out into the road. Definitely an MDDC problem now and to be fair, we contacted our Independent Ward Councillor, she spoke to the man in charge of street sweeping and the affected areas were swept the following day.   A big ‘thank you’ was sent by WPC.
We will keep working for you and please tell us if there are any areas of concern.  We have to be practical in these difficult times so some things may take a little longer or not be done at all if not considered necessary by the relevant authority but there should be no compromise on safety.
                                                                                        Nil desperandum.
A beautiful landscape needs people to appreciate it.
CULM VALLEY METHODISTS CHURCH

Thank you to everyone who supported our Pancake Party. We all ate lots of pancakes with fudge sauce, if you had a sweet tooth. We also raised money for Exeter Leukaemia Fund.

Services leading up to Easter.

Every Lent as we approach Easter, we have a large cross at the front of the church, which is made out of a Christmas tree. At the start of each service in Lent we place symbols around the tree, which remind us of Christ's journey to the cross. The symbols include: bowl and towel, nails, whip, purple robe, a crown of thorns, bread and wine, as well as money. This year rather than just having these at the start of the service, the whole service will focus on the symbols and what it means for our journey with Christ. On Easter day, we remove all the symbols and cover the cross with flowers, so many flowers you cannot see the cross. This is left outside the church for all to see. A reminder of the new life that comes after the pain of the journey.

You are welcome to join us as we explore the meaning of Easter or just look out for the flower covered cross.              Paul Booth, Methodist Minister

Also, please come along to our annual Cream Tea afternoon, at the church on Saturday 15th June, 3 - 5 pm.  Cream teas, bric-a-brac, books.  All welcome.  We look forward to seeing you. Many thanks Mary-Ann Martin  
History is twice as interesting when it repeats itself.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
First of all, an update on the Culm Valley Cloth Trade Project that we briefly mentioned in the last parish magazine. We attended a meeting on 12th  December, hosted by Cullompton History Society, at which all interested parties introduced themselves and there was a discussion of what everyone expected to get from the project.  Those present included representatives from groups such as ourselves or Coldharbour Mill (Uffculme) and covered a broad range of experience from established academics to those with a general interest in local history but enthusiastic and keen to get involved.  It was established that the basic aim would be to research aspects of the cloth/woollen trade throughout the Culm Valley and investigate its connection with the wider cloth industry of Devon and indeed the rest of Europe. There is no real idea what the final achievement of the project will be, although suggestions include a publication or perhaps a ‘heritage trail’ with information boards around the Culm Valley. Whether the project goes ahead to its full extent will depend on a Heritage Lottery Grant which has been applied for; a decision is expected in February.  

From a Willand perspective, the project could open up a much broader basis of expertise and research, through which to understand how the cloth trade worked in this parish from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries.  It could allow us to learn more about Willand’s clothiers, fullers, weavers, wool-combers, mill workers, etc, to understand where they lived, what their work involved, their daily living standards, and how they fitted in with the broader processes of the cloth trade throughout the region.  We know various snippets of information but it would be useful to know how everything fits into the bigger picture.  

For example, there are clues from the end of the sixteenth century that confirm the presence of cloth production in Willand.  Next to the porch of St. Mary’s Church there is the earliest surviving memorial stone dedicated to ‘Henrye Olande’ who died in 1586 and was a ‘clothiare’.  This has been relocated from the floor inside the church, where Henry Oland had been buried, a sure sign of his high status within local society.   The clothier was the man who supplied yarn to the weaver; the weaver then wove the yarn into cloth in their own households and returned the cloth to the clothier, receiving money for their work.  This potentially gave considerable freedom to the weaver, who could take work from more than one clothier, chose one clothier over another or select the work to be undertaken.  However, this was not always the case and it would be interesting to understand if this was applied to the system in Willand, and the controls exerted by those overseeing the process.  Indeed, there are also many questions to be asked of Henry Oland, such as to whom did he supply the cloth?  Presumably this was to finishers and merchants in Exeter – from where it was exported around Europe via the port at Topsham; or perhaps he was just a middleman acting for more powerful clothiers in larger cloth centres at Cullompton or Uffculme. These are just a few of the queries that could be tackled through the Culm Valley Cloth Trade Project.
Next, we would like to thank all of you who responded to the request for information we made in the last parish magazine, about ‘military spotter planes’ that flew from a field near Bradfield House during the Second World War.  In particular, Geri Holloway, Mrs Parsons (nee Wright) and Derek Rowe gave first hand recollections that verified what we had believed to be the case.  They all confirmed that the airfield was American and that it was located in the field to the north side of the back drive to Bradfield House (i.e. on the left hand side of the driveway and avenue of trees, if you were standing on the humped back bridge over the River Culm and facing towards Bradfield).  The tented encampment there was not substantial and it is believed it was not there for a particularly long period of time.  The aircraft that flew from there were light aircraft that were to be used on ‘secret’ missions behind enemy lines, probably to carry out a reconnaissance role.  Various suggestions have been made as to what the light aircraft were, including Austers, Lysanders or Piper Cubs, more likely being the latter, as Austers and Lysanders were British whilst Piper Cubs were American.  They used to practice for their behind-the-lines missions by flying around the local countryside at very low levels, and would suddenly appear from behind hedges, flying low overhead.  Derek Rowe remembers one particular occasion when he was out working in one of the fields, sat on the back of a horse-drawn fertiliser, when one of the aircraft suddenly appeared, as if from nowhere.  It flew very low, right over the top of them and spooked the horse, which broke free of its harness and bolted across the field leaving the young Mr Rowe sat on top of the fertiliser.  He also recalls going up to the camp and talking to the Americans through the fence that went around their camp.  They would ask the Americans for a flight in one of the aircraft and the answer they were likely to get went along the lines of, “Well, if you’ve got a sister …?”  Mrs Parsons, who grew up in Factory Cottages, very close to the airfield, also remembers the pleasure they had as children going over to see the Americans, who would give them chewing gum.  On one occasion the Americans were going to give them a ride in one of the planes, but somebody ‘split’ on the airmen to their superiors who stopped them taking the children out, this being strictly forbidden.
Further to information on the Americans at Bradfield, Mrs Parsons also mentioned one Willand character, a chimney sweep called Mr Hutchings, who used to travel around on a tricycle and he would give her a lift home from school if ever he was passing.  Around that time she was attending Willand School, then located on the ‘main road’ where the road turns off up the hill to the ‘old village’ and she was taught by Miss Hayman.  Can anyone else recall Miss Hayman?  Or if you have any other memories of Willand School that you would be happy to share, please feel free to get in touch.
We would also like to thank Geri Holloway for writing in with her memories of her relative, Mrs Beatrice Little (mentioned in the last parish magazine).  She was able to confirm that Beatrice was daughter of Albert Chick (the village carpenter, builder and undertaker), she was married to Oswald Little and that they lived at Trelawny on Station Road.  At that time Station Road was a busy place, with Bennett’s Corner Shop, Lloyd Maunder’s butcher’s shop, Salters Stores, the Fish and Chip Shop, the Railway Hotel and Tiverton Junction Railway Station. Miss Holloway noted how, from her prime spot along the street, Beatrice Little would ‘spend hours leaning on their front gate’ taking a keen interest in all passers-by and keeping abreast of everyone’s news and activities!  Beatrice was also ‘an accomplished dressmaker much in demand locally’, as well as a talented musician (like her father, who was in the original Willand Band back in the 1800s).  She could play the piano ‘by ear’ and on occasions played the organ in the Parish Church when the regular organist, Miss Amy Browse, was not available.  
As always, if you have any memories, documents, photos, thoughts or information on Willand’s past (right up the modern era), then we would love to hear from you! James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

I feel like the morning after… and I swear 

I never went anywhere…

AND FINALLY
As you will no doubt be aware, there will be an election in May for those people who have put their names forward as potential candidates for Devon County Councillor. This is an important role and the candidate for Willand & Uffculme will have eleven parishes in their ward. The potential electorate is around 10,200 and of those, just over 4200 voted at the last election in 2009, which is 41.5%. It’ll be interesting to see the figures for this election.    
WILLAND DIARY
	MARCH
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	2nd 
	Sequence Dance
	W.V.H
	   7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	5th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	7th
	Methodists Coffee Morn.
	M.C.H.
	  10.00am

	Thursday
	7th 
	Cameo Group
	W.V.H.
	   6.30 pm

	Thursday
	7th
	Annual Parish Meeting
	W.V.H.
	   7.30pm

	Saturday 
	9th
	Hand Bell Ringers of GB 
	W.V.H.
	 12.00 pm

	Saturday
	9th
	Cull. Farmers Market
	Sta Rd.
	   9.00am

	Saturday
	9th 
	Folk Club Dance Night
	W.V.H. 
	   7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	12th 
	WVH Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday 
	14th 
	M & R Jewellers 
	W.V.H.
	 11.00 am

	Thursday 
	14th 
	Club 55 AGM
	W.V.H.
	   2.15 pm

	Friday
	15th 
	Cowgirl Twisters
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Saturday
	16th 
	Cameo Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Tuesday
	19th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Friday
	22nd 
	Willand School Disco
	W.V.H.
	 17.30 pm

	Saturday
	23rd 
	College Surgery Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Sunday 
	24th  
	Sunday Sales Market
	W.V.H..
	   9.30am

	Wednesday
	27th 
	National Blood Donors
	W.V.H.
	   1.30 pm

	Saturday
	30th
	Garden Club Coff. Morn
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Saturday
	30th 
	Youth Club Bingo
	W.V.H. 
	   7.30 pm

	
	
	
	
	

	APRIL
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	2nd 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	4th
	Methodists Coffee Morn
	M.C.H.
	  10.00am

	Thursday
	4th 
	Cameo Group
	W.V.H.
	   6.30 pm

	Tuesday
	9th 
	WVH Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Thursday
	11th 
	Club 55
	W.V.H.
	   2.15 pm

	FRIDAY
	12TH
	CUT-OFF FOR 
	JUNE
	MAGAZINE

	Saturday 
	13th 
	Social Ballroom Eve
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Tuesday
	16th 
	WRFC Bingo
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Friday
	19th
	Cowgirl Twisters
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Saturday
	20th
	Cake Sale/Coff. Morn
	W.V.H. 
	   9.00am

	Saturday 
	20th 
	Folk Club Dance Night
	W.V.H.
	   7.30 pm

	Sunday
	28th
	Sunday Sales Market
	W.V.H. 
	   9.30am

	Tuesday
	30th
	National Blood Donors
	W.V.H
	   1.30 pm

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


